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The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I have  the  honour  to  sub- 
mit to  your  Council  my  fourth  annual  re- 
port on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  your  district,  and  would  like  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  recent  unification  of 
the  various  central  functions  in  respect  of 
all  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the 
people  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Act, 
1919,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st 
July  of  this  year. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

POPULATION. 

At  census  1911,  the  total  population  was 
2,094  for  an  area  of  285  acres.  The  esti- 
mated population  for  the  middle  of  the 
year  1919  is  2,398  for  an  area  of  358  acres. 
This  is  practically  the  same  as  in  1914. 
Figures  obtained  through  the  Food  Office 
gave  us  2,385  at  the  end  of  October. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES,  ETC. 

Baldock  is  situated  about  220  feet  above 
sea  level,  in  a slight  hollow,  on  a chalky 
subsoil  (middle  chalk),  which  is  only  about 
one  to  two  feet  below  the  surface.  The 
porosity  of  this  subsoil  makes  for  dryness. 
The  River  Ivel  arises  from  many  springs 
north  of  the  town,  which  is  well  wooded. 
The  Great  North  Road  traverses  the  town 
as  a fine  wide  High  Street,  of  which  we 
may  justly  be  proud.  From  west  to  east, 
TO  the  north  of  the  district,  lies  the  old 
Roman  Icknield  Way. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — The  births  registered  in  the 
district  were  only  27,  of  which  one  was 
allocated  to  another  district.  One  outside 
birth,  however,  was  transferred  to  Bal- 
dock, which  gives  us  the  same  number. 
Of  the  total  27  births,  13  were  males  and 
14  females;  25  were  legitimate  and  two 
illegitimate  (both  males).  This  total  of  27 
gives  us  a birth-rate  of  10.8  per  1,000 
population — the  lowest  on  record.  This 
is  only  half  the  pre-war  rate,  and  com- 
pares very  unfavourably  with  that  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  which  is  18.5.  The  num- 
ber of  births  this  year  was  only  half  that 
for  the  preceding  year  (19i8),  which  was 
53.  This  year  again  the  death-rate  ex- 
ceeds the  birth-rate,  and  the  difference  is 
very  much  greater. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  regis- 
tered in  the  district  during  the  year  was 
29. (giving  a rate  of  12.1),  to  which  must  be 
added  a further  seven  which  occurred  in 
other  districts,  and  from  which  must  be 
deducted  one  which  represents  a non-re- 
sident. This  gives  us  a total  of  35  deaths 
belonging  to  the  district,  and  a death-rate 
of  14.6  per  1,000  population,  which  is  a 
great  improvement  on  the  two  preceding 
years.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  13.8.  Ten  deaths  occurred  in 
males,  and  25  in  females.  The  figures 
for  the  four  quarters  were  consecutively 
14,  6,  11,  4.  Registered  causes  were: 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  7;  other  tuber- 
culous disease,  1 ; organic  heart  disease, 
4:  bronchitis,  3;  cancer,  2;  erysipelas,  1 ; 
rheumatic  fever,  1 ; pneumonia,  1 ; un- 
known cause,  1 ; other  defined  diseases, 
14.  The  mortality  from  cancer  was  two, 
giving  a death-rate  from  this  cause  of  .8 
per  1,000. 

Infant  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year)  was  only  two.  Both 
deaths  were  certified,  occurred  in  legiti- 
mate children,  and  were  due  to  unavoid- 
able causes — one  from  broncho-pneu- 
monia, and  one  from  injury  at  difficult 
birth.  This  gives  us  a rate  of  74  per  1,000 
births,  which  contrasts  favourably  with  89, 
the  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  chief  operations  are  malting,  brew- 
ing, and  agriculture,  and  a large  number 
of  the  inhabitants  work  in  the  neighbour- 
ing factories  of  Letchworth. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

The  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of 
Pow  Lay  relief  in  Baldock  during  the  year 
was  20  (six  men,  13  women,  and  one 
child),  and  the  total  cost  was  ;if208  17s.  4d. 

HOSPITALS. 

Besides  availing  ourselves  of  various 
London  Hospitals  and  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  our  two  local  hos- 


pitals have  been  made  use  of  to  the  extent 
below  : — 

Number  of  in-patients  treated  : Letch- 
worth,  15;  Hitchin  5. 

Number  of  out-patients  treated  : 
Letchworth,  no  out-patient  department, 
but  many  treated;  Hitchin,  33. 

Total  number  of  weeks  beds  were  occu- 
pied : Letchworth,  55;  Hitchin,  44. 

Cost  per  bed  per  week  : Letchworth, 
£3  2s.  4d. ; Hitchin,  £2  approximately. 

Total  cost  of  Baldock  patients  : Letch- 
worth, £\~2;  Hitchin,  ;(;88  approximately. 

Contributions  from  patients  : Letch- 
worth, £12  13s.;  Hitchin,  ;)(jl0  I8s.  6d. 

Subscribers  from  Baldock  : Letchworth, 
£IJ  15s.;  Hitchin,  £14  14s. 

Donations,  collections,  etc.  : Letch- 
worth, ;£11  Is.  8d.;  Hitchin,  £4  9s. 

Factory  subscribers  from  Baldock : 
Letchworth,  /21  16s.  4d. 

County  Council  allowance  for  tubercu- 
lous Baldock  cases  : Letchworth,  £21  5s. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

WATER. 

Our  water  supply  is  constant  and  the 
quality  is  good,  though  somewhat  hard. 
The  hulk  of  the  houses — 433  out  of  600 — 
are  supplied  from  Letchworth  from  deep 
bored  wells.  The  remainder,  including 
the  Klondyke  area,  are  supplied  by  bored 
wells  close  to  the  houses,  and  the  possi- 
bilities of  contamination  should  not  be 
lost  sight  of.  It  would  be  preferable  if 
every  house  had  tap  water. 

RIVER. 

The  Rvier  Ivel  arises  north  of  the  rail- 
way line,  in  close  proximity  to  the  Sewage 
Works,  but  pollution  of  this  stream  is 
unlikely,  as  great  precautions,  owing  to  a 
previous  conviction,  have  been  taken  to 
deal  with  storm  water. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

You  are  well  aware  of  the  need  of  im- 
proving the  sewerage  of  the  town,  and 
plans  have  already  been  submitted  for  the 
construction  of  new  irrigation  sewage 
works  of  a modified  Dortmund  type,  which 
I trust  will  be  constructed  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  as  the  present  works  are  in 
a very  bad  state  of  repair.  We  have  not  a 
complete  water-carriage  system,  but  'Aheie 
there  is,  it  is  trapped  and  disconnected. 
The  question  of  sewering  the  Klondyke 
and  other  areas  is  under  consideration, 
which  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  the 
existing  undesirable  cesspools  in  these 
districts. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

This  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the 
Housing  Committee,  who  have  condemned 
the  hopper  hand-flushed  type  of  water 
closet,  and  suggest  that  one  water  closet 
be  provided  for  not  more  than  two  dwell- 
ings. I think  one  for  each  house  would 
be  preferable.  There  are  approximately 
150  good  type  water  closets  and  100  hop- 
per hand-flushed  water  closets.  The  re- 
mainder are  privies. 

SCAVENGING. 

House  refuse  is  removed  once  a week; 
the  tins  are  buried,  an  the  rest  put  on  to 
the  land.  The  cleansing  of  earth  closets, 
privies  and  cesspools  is  done  by  the 
occupiers.  There  are  no  ashpits  in  the 
district. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

There  have  been  many  changes  in  the 
post  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  during 
the  year,  so  that  no  statement  of  the  In- 
spector of  Nuisances  has  been  furnished 
me.  Nevertheless,  frequent  inspections 
have  been  made,  and  all  defects  noted  by 
myself.  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  Housing 
Committee,  who  are  fully  alive  to  the 
question  of  sanitation. 

The  following  premises  and  occupations 
are  controlled  by  bye-laws : Slaughter- 
houses, 4;  fried  fish  shop,  1. 

SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  nine  visits  were  paid  to 
the  two  elementary  schools  in  the  town 
for  the  purposes  of  medical  examination, 
and  151  children  (77  boys  and  74  girls) 
were  examined.  The  result  of  these  ex- 
aminations showed  that  20  children  had 
enlarged  tonsils,  5 adenoids,  35  defective 
teeth,  9 defective  eyesight,  5 defective 
hearing,  23  unclean,  8 malnutrition,  and 
35  other  defects.  Forty-seven  were  un- 
vaccinated. The  parents  have  been  ad- 
vised as  to  how  these  defects  can  be  re- 
medied, and  the  school  nurse  follows  up 
these  cases.  Enlarged  tonsils  and  ade- 
noids are  dealt  with  at  the  local  hospitals. 


and  dental  cases  are  referred  to  the  new 
clinic  at  Hitchin.  Eye  cases  are  advised 
to  see  the  school  ophthalmic  surgeons, 
and  delicate  children  are  referred  to  the 
tuberculosis  officer’s  clinic  at  Letch- 
worth. Only  two  children  were  excluded 
for  contagious  conditions  of  uncleanliness. 
School  closure  was  not  resorted  to  during 
the  year  on  account  of  illness,  but  both 
schools  were  closed  on  April  7th  for  two 
weeks  owing  to  shortage  of  coal.  The 
water  supply  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory, 
and  also  the  sanitary  conditions,  though  in 
Park  Street  schools  increased  lavatory 
accommodation  for  the  boys,  and  extra 
cloak-room  accommodation  for  the  girls, 
are  needed. 

FOOD. 

Inspection  of  Foods  in  the  district  has 
been  more  or  less  standardised  by  the 
operation  of  the  Food  Control  Orders. 
Mostly  essential  articles  of  food  were  sup- 
plied through  Government  Departments, 
and  should  the  retailer  have  cause  to  com- 
plain of  the  condition  of  any  of  his  sup- 
plies, he  calls  for  an  inspection  by  the 
Councid’s  food  inspector,  Mr.  Hill,  who, 
if  the  condition  warrants,  issues  a certifi-* 
cate  of  condemnation,  which  gives  the 
trader  redress  from  the  wholesale  source. 
When  it  is  considered  that  under  the  con- 
trol the  tradesman  has  to  accept  w'hatever 
is  allocated  to  him,  it  seems  to  be  only 
fair  and  equitable  that  should  the  article 
he  condemned  within  a short  time  of  de- 
livery, that  the  loss  should  not  have  to  be 
borne  by  the  person  who  has  had  no 
choice  in  the  selection  of  his  supply.  This 
system  of  semi-State-insurance  is  an 
advance  on  pre-war  conditions,  and 
is  one  which  is  worth  encourag- 
ing, and  would  be  a great  advan- 
tage to  everyone  concerned  if  it  is 
made  permanent.  It  would  have  the  ten- 
dency to  reduce  the  opportunity  for  trad- 
ing in  foods  near  the  border  line  of  un- 
soundness, and  encourages  the  retailer  to 
call  for  expert  examination  of  any  article 
of  which  he  is  not  sure  of,  knowing  full 
well  that  he  is  protected  from  loss. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

This  was  pure  and  wholesome,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  I have  received  from  the 
County  Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts.  Two  samples  of  milk 
were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  and 
reported  genuine  and  unadulterated.  The 
Food  Control  Committee  report  that  the 
supply  and  distribution  were  adequate, 
though  there  was  a slight  temporary  diffi- 
culty in  June,  which  was  speedily  rectified. 

MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN) 
ORDER,  1918. 

This  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Visitor,  whose  duty  was  to  report  urgent 
cases  of  nursing  mothers,  expectant 
mothers,  and  young  children  under  the 
age  of  five  years  who  required  milk,  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer.  In  November 
we  appointed  a Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Committee  for  Baldock. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  nearly  38cwts.  of  meat 
was  condemned  by  your  inspector,  nearly 
half  of  which  can  be  aecounted  for  by 
reason  of  emergency  slaughters  from 
farms. 

Slaughter-Houses. — Only  one  of  the 
four  slaughter-houses  can  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory,  the  remaining  three  being 
far  too  small,  and  too  near  to  dwelling- 
houses.  They,  however,  are  well  managed 
and  provided  with  concrete  floors.  When 
we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  all 
the  meat  supplied  to  Baldock,  and  three- 
quarter’s  of  Letchworth ’s  supply  is  killed 
in  Baldock,  the  need  for  a properly-man- 
aged public  abattoir,  is  apparent. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  condition  of  our  bakehouses  is  re- 
ported to  be  satisfactory. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  notified  during  the 
year  1919. — Erysipelas,  1 ; scarlet  fever, 
10  (seven  of  these  cases  removed  to  Iso- 
lation Hospital);  tuberculosis  (all  forms), 
4 (2  pulmonary,  2 non-pulmonary) ; 

ophthalmia  neonatorum,  1 ; measles  and 
German  measles,  12;  malaria  (notifiable 
since  1st  March,  1919,  2. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

One  case  was  notified  and  proved  fatal, 
giving  a death-rate  from  this  cause  of  .4 
per  1,000. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Ten  sporadic  cases  occurred  throughout 
the  year  in  six  houses.  There  were  no 
deaths.  Our  first  case  occurred  in  March, 
and  was  found  going  about  in  a peeling 
stage  by  the  factory  surgeon  at  Letch- 
worth.  Return  cases  occurred  in  four 
houses.  In  one  house  a return  case 
occurred  a week  after  the  first,  which  had 
been  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
In  another  a recurrent  case,  which  was 
removed,  occurred  eight  months  after  the 
first  case,  which  was  not  removed.  In 
another  house  a recurrent  case  occurred 
about  two  years  after  the  first.  Both  cases 
were  removed,  and  in  addition  the  pre- 
mises were  redecorated  as  well  as  disin- 
fected. The  fourth  house  mentioned  was 
a fruitful  source  of  infection,  no  fewer 
t'lrn  six  cases  occurring  over  a period  of 
twelve  months  in  two  families,  who  conse- 
cutively followed  each  other  as  tenants, 
in  spite  of  removal  of  all  cases  and  fre- 
quent disinfection.  A mild,  doubtful  case 
occurred  in  the  remaining  child  of  a 
family  of  five.  This  shows  that  the  usual 
disinfection  methods  are  inadequate,  and 
two  of  these  houses  have  in  addition  been 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  redecorated.  A 
military  case  sent  away  to  Cambridge  de- 
veloped a rash  next  day. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  four  deaths  in  males  and 
three  deaths  in  females,  pulmonary  form. 
There  was  one  death  in  a female,  non- 
pulmonary  form.  The  mortality  from  all 
forms  was  therefore  eight,  giving  a death- 
rate  from  this  cause  of  3.3.  This  rate  is 
very  high,  and  exceeds  all  records,  being 
much  higher  than  it  has  ever  been  for  the 
previous  25  years.  One  must,  however, 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  half 
these  deaths  occurred  in  institutions  out- 
side Baldock.  Of  the  four  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis notified  this  year,  the  only  fatal 
case  occurred  in  one  of  our  condemned 
houses,  where  consumption  has  previously 
taken  its  toll.  One  fatal  case  of  tubercu- 
losis was  not  notified  to  me.  Tuberculosis 
is  a preventable  disease  and  flourishes 
where  overcrowding,  want  of  air  and  sun- 
light and  generally  insanitary  conditions 
prevail,  so  that  there  is  evidence  here  of 
the  urgent  need  of  reconstruction  our  in- 
sanitary area  and  amply  justifies  your 
Council’s  policy  in  this  respect. 

MALARIA. 

This  disease  became  notifiable  from  1st 
March,  1919,  and  two  cases,  both  con- 
tracted on  military  service,  have  been  re- 
ported. 

VACCINATION. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed 
by  me  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox 
Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  but  18 
primary  vaccinations  and  one  re-vaccina- 
tion  have  been  done  in  the  district  by  my- 
self, in  the  capacity  of  public  vaccinator. 

INFLUENZA. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause 
during  the  year.  During  February  there 
was  a mild  epidemic  and  in  March  we  dis- 
tributed 1,000  leaflets  on  the  prevention 
of  influenza.  In  May  and  June  influenzal 
gastritis  was  prevalent,  and  there  was  a 
considerable  number  of  cases  of  tonsillitis, 
due,  no  doubt,  to  the  extraordinary  spell 
of  dry  weather  during  these  two  months. 
In  May  we  had  only  four  days’  rain,  with 
a total  rainfall  of  .19  inches.  In  June 
there  were  eleven  days’  rain,  totalling  1.72 
inches.  In  August  a few  case  of  infective 
gastro-enteritis  occurred  amongst  the 
German  prisoners.  In  October  there  were 
a few  more  cases  of  mild  influenza.  In 
December  we  received  a memo,  that  we 
should  form  a small  emergency  committee 
to  deal  with  influenza  in  case  of  an  epi- 
demic, but  no  action  was  taken. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

No  cases  have  been  notified,  and  there- 
fore no  bacteriological  aids  to  diagnosis 
have  been  needed.  A supply  of  anti-toxin 
is  always  available  from  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pital when  required. 

■MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

No  case  of  puerperal  fever  was  reported 
during  the  year.  One  case  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  was  notified,  and  both  eyes 
recovered  completely. 

MEASLES. 

Two  cases  of  German  measles  occurred 
in  January  and  April,  the  latter  from  an 
outside  school.  One  case  of  measles  was 
notified  in  March.  In  December,  an  out- 
break of  measles  commenced  at  the  end 


of  the  term  in  a private  school,  and  nine 
first  cases  in  houses  were  notified.  The 
epidemic  continued  into  the  New  Year. 
One  of  the  patients  did  not  attend  this 
school,  but  lived  near  by.  No  mortality 
resulted.  Whooping  cough  was  not  pre- 
valent during  the  year.  There  was  little 
or  no  epidemic  diarrhoea,  and  no  mortality 
from  this  cause  has  occurred  in  our  town 
for  the  past  thirteen  years.  No  case  of 
poliomyelitis  was  notified. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  staff  consists  of  (1)  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (part  time);  (2)  the  In- 
spector of  Nuisances  (whole  time),  who 
was  appointed  in  November,  and  in  addi- 
tion holds  the  posts  of  Surveyor,  Manager 
of  Cemetery,  Collector  of  Water,  District 
and  Poor  Rates,  and  Water  Inspector;  (3) 
the  Inspector  of  Animals  and  Meat  (part 
time). 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Accommodation  for  infectious  diseases 
is  available  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Wadsworth,  under  the  joint  committee  of 
the  Hitchin  Rural  and  Letchworth  Urban 
District  Councils.  The  Hospital  is  a 
modern  one,  with  24  beds,  and  is  effi- 
ciently staffed.  It  has  been  sufficient  to 
accommodate  all  the  seven  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  from  Baldock  sent  in  this  year, 
though  one  case  could  not  be  admitted  for 
a day  or  two.  Each  case  is  paid  for  by 
your  Council  at  a contract  rate.  There  is 
a smallpox  hospital  of  about  eight  beds  at 
Langley,  which  is  available  in  case  of 
need,  and  would  be  staffed  should  occasion 
arise. 

LOCAL  ACTS. 

There  are  no  Local  Acts,  but  Part  III. 
of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act, 
1890,  has  been  adopted. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Chemical  analyses  are  referred  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  the  county  and  bacterio- 
logical examinations  for  detection  of 
tubercle  bacilli  are  done  through  the 
County  Council. 

HOUSING. 

I.  — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the 

District. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses,  600. 

Number  of  working-class  houses, 

450. 

New  houses  for  working-classes 
during  the  year,  or  in  course  of 
erection,  0. 

(2)  Population  at  the  middle  of  year 

was  2,398,  and  anticipated  in- 
crease of  working-class  popula- 
tion due  to  industrial  changes, 
600. 

(3)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  of  houses 

required  during  the  next 
three  years,  347. 

(b)  Building  of  200  houses  contem- 
plated. 

II.  — Overcrowding. 

(1)  Extent — six  houses  with  more  than 

two  occupants  per  room,  and 
occupied  by  57  persons.  About 
20  houses  occupied  by  two  fami- 
lies, which  should  only  accom- 
modate one. 

(2)  Cause — lack  of  houses. 

(3)  Measures  contemplated  to  deal  with 

overcrowding  : Anticipated  build- 
ing of  new  houses. 

(4)  No  action  could  be  taken  to  deal 

with  overcrowding,  as  no  houses 
were  built. 

III.  — Fitness  of  Houses. 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in 

the  district  moderately  good, 
though  two  out  of  every  nine 
of  working-class  houses  not 
up  to  a reasonable  standard. 

(b)  Defects  usually  found  are  bad 
state  of  repair,  houses  too 
close  together  in  some  places 
to  admit  of  free  circulation  of 
air  and  access  of  sunlight; 
small  low  rooms,  dampness, 
defective  roofs,  small  win- 
dows, windows  which  cannot 
be  opened,  no  bedroom  fire- 
places, no  sinks,  no  food 
store,  unpaved  dirty  yards, 
questionable  drainage. 

(2)  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit 

houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 
Three  closing  orders  made. 

(3)  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness 

are  lack  of  houses  for  tenants, 
whose  houses  are  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  It  is  your  in- 
tention to  close  these  as  soon  as 


new  houses  are  built  and  avail- 
able. 

(4)  Sanitary  conditions  : The  water 
supply  is  not  above  suspicion 
where  wells  are  close  by  and 
closet  accommodation  is  insuffi- 
cient. Fe  wworking-class  houses 
have  proper  refuse  receptacles. 

IV.  — Unhealthy  Areas. 

(1)  No  action  was  taken  as  regards 

areas  represented  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  under  Parts 
1.  and  11.  of  the  Housing  Acts  of 
1890;  but  a report  to  your 
Council  was  made  in  December, 
1918,  by  myself  and  your  deputy 
inspector  as  a result  of  a survey 
of  the  town  commenced  in 
October,  1918. 

(2)  Our  survey  was  completed  this 

year,  and  a further  report  in  May 
was  furnished  you.  The  details 
of  a reconstruction  scheme  are 
now  under  consideration. 

V.  — Bye-laws  Relating  to  Houses,  etc. 

(1)  New  buildings,  private  scavenging, 

and  prevention  of  nuisances  are 
regulated  by  our  existing  bye- 
laws. 

(2)  Our  bye-laws,  dated  1875,  need  re- 

vision. This  has  been  brought  to 
your  notice  every  year  since  1899 
by  your  late  Medical  Officer,  Dr. 
Day. 

VI.  — Under  the  Housing  Act  of  1885,  the 

vans  were  inspected  during  the 
Annual  Statute  Fair  on  1st  and  2nd 
of  October,  and  the  115  inmates  of 
28  shows  were  found  to  be  free  from 
infectious  disease. 

VI I .  — Appendices  : Statistics  for  the  12 

months  ended  31st  December,  1919. 

(1)  No  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  complaints  were  made  that 
they  are  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion by  householders.  Several 
were  made  at  the  time  of  in- 
spection. 

(2)  Action  under  Sect.  17  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act  of  1909. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  under  and  for  the 
purpose  of  the  section,  about 
400. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

unfit  for  human  habitation,  50. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the 

defects  in  which  were  re- 
medied with  the  making  of 
closing  orders,  one  or  per- 
haps two. 

(3)  Action  under  Section  28  of  Housing 

Act  of  1919. 

(a)  Number  of  orders  for  repairs 

issued,  0. 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  re- 

pairs carried  out  by  local 
authority,  0. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

voluntarily  closed  on  notice  by 
owner  that  they  could  not  be 
made  fit  without  reconstruc- 
tion, 0. 

(4)  Closing  orders. 

(a)  Number  of  representations 

made  to  local  authority  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  clos- 
ing orders,  50. 

(b)  Number  of  closing  orders 

made. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

regard  to  which  closing 
orders  were  determined  on 
the  houses  being  made  fit  for 
human  habitation,  0. 

(5)  Demolition  orders. 

(a)  Number  of  demolition  orders 

made,  0. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished, 

0. 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  de- 

molished voluntarily,  0. 

(7)  Obstructive  buildings. 

(a)  Number  of  representations 

made  (Sect.  38  of  Housing 
Act  of  1890),  4. 

(b)  Number  of  buildings  de- 

molished, 0. 

(c)  Number  of  representations  still 

under  consideration,  2. 

(8)  Staff  engaged  in  housing  work. 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer. 

(b)  The  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

(c)  The  Clerk. 

BERTRAM  SUGGIT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
June  7th,  1920. 


h.  Reed,  White  Horse  Street,  Baldock. 


